
 1 

MB 

 

 

 In this issue… 
 
Wreath for Xmas – Order 
now! 
 
Fellowship 
MacMillan Coffee Morning 
Lakeland Ramble 
 
Club Meeting – EXTRA 
EXTRA - PP Sarah Withington 
Club Meeting – GLOBAL 
SOLUTIONS – John Miles 
 
SPECIAL COVID-19 
SECTION 
Member contributions! Jokes, 
poems, photos, recipes, and 
more!!!!!!!! 
 
Notices  
 
Up and Coming 
 

 

From our President Derek Evans 
I was invited to attend the funeral service of Marian 
Metcalfe. It wasn’t so much a funeral service as a 
thanksgiving for her life. The Vicar conducted a remarkable 
service with very moving eulogies from Ernie and daughter, 
Suzie. 
October’s Fellowship meeting was a step into the unknown, 
a Coffee Morning on zoom. Sarah made it a great success 
with donations exceeding £345. The following meeting, 
Sarah gave us a taste of her debut on the silver screen – so 
versatile. 
For our last meeting of the month, John Miles, a trustee of 
Global Sight Solutions, previously known as Guilford Rotary 
Eye Project, gave us a very inspiring talk about proving free 
eye care and eye surgery in Africa and India. It was amazing 
to learn just how big their operation is and how it has grown. 
Since its inception in 1998, there are more than 50 Rotary-
run eye hospitals in the developing world. 
It is interesting to remember that Friday 23rd October was to 
have been the start of our District Conference in Harrogate. 
Alas, not to be. Perhaps, next year. 
We are now about to embark on another lockdown; 
therefore, you will be able to stay at home with the 
opportunity to redecorate in time for Christmas !!! 
Stay safe and take good care of your loved ones and 
yourself.  
Best wishes to all, Derek 
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Christmas Door Wreath 

 

Message from Sarah 

Back by popular demand...  

Luxury Christmas door wreaths available to order now - 
minimum donation of £12 all profits to IPP Sarah's nominated 
Charity 
 
Hand made by the Past President, with a Recyclable base and 
made with 100% fresh foliage from the Arley Estate, the 
perfect door wreath to be the envy of your neighbours!  

Will last approximately 6 weeks with minimal watering 
required.   

Please telephone or email sarahw2012@me.com to place your 
order by 30th November, delivery to your club, or directly by 
arrangement with Sarah 
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Macmillan Coffee Morning – OCTOBER 1st 

 

PP Sarah Willington hosted a Fellowship on October 1st by running a 
Macmillan Coffee Morning.   
Members of both the Rotary Club of Manchester and the Inner Wheel met 
up on Zoom to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
 

A screenshot of some 
members at the Zoom 
Coffee Morning. 

Macmillan Cancer 
Support helps people 
affected by cancer and 
their families. The fund 
raising cancer mornings 
started in 1990 and last 
year £27.5 million was 
raised. 

We were treated to visions of lovely cakes and interesting coffee cups as well as a 
song from Susan. We were shown an Inner Wheel Cake, biscuits, carrot cakes,  
banana cakes, and blueberry muffins, as well as  many other treats.  
 
Live from their hospitals Alia and Rachel both gave short talks about working in the 
hospital.  
 
A quiz was held with Roger and Audrey having the most correct answers and Roy 
Chapman won the raffle of Gino’s Hidden Italy Cookbook. 
 
Thanks to Sarah for organising this for us. 
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Lakeland Fellowship  
October 5 – 7th ! 

Our Annual Lakeland Fellowship took place in October this year due 
to Covid-19 delays 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At long last, having been put on hold for seven months owing to the virus and 
after much debate, we finally got away – albeit reduced in numbers. Ernie, Peter, 
Hugh and Derek – reflections of ‘Last of the Summer Wine” plus Peter. 
 
We all met up at the Horse and Farrier, Threlkeld, armed with our masks where we 
enjoyed a lunch break before a ‘warmer up’ walk along the River Greta, under the 
backdrop of Blencathra. Then on to the Borrowdale Gates Hotel, which by now is 
almost like home from home. After tea and biscuits, a rest and quite a few G&T’s, 
we gathered in the dining room for an exquisite evening meal and a bottle of fine 
wine. Then up to my room for a few more G&T’s and drams of whisky before 
retiring. 
 
Next morning three intrepid adventures, in full gear, set out to explore the west 
side of Derwentwater, along the water’s edge, then to end up at Linholm, a 
converted Country residence with a restaurant. Our fourth member, Hugh, took 
the easy option to travel by car and meet up with us.  
 

 

Whilst on our trek, we came upon an old shack which carries quite a heart-
warming tale. Some twelve years ago, some small child had lost her little teddy 
bear. The owner of this old shack found the teddy and put it in the shack’s 
window, with a note attached, hoping that the child might return. The child 
never did. Since that time, hikers and walkers from all over the world, have seen 
it, read the note and on their return, home have sent post cards back addressed 
to – ‘Teddy in the window’, Keswick, England’. To this day, the postman 
delivers post cards from all corners of the globe and pins then on the outside 
walls of the shack. 
 Continued next page…….. 
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Our trek turned out to be much further than anticipated consequently our trek back 
was replaced by hitching a lift with dear old Hugh. And that is another story. After 
our lunch at Lingholm, we decided to investigate the country park in Whinlatter 
Forest, which is way up in the hills.  The long climb up and ‘heavy baggage’ burnt 
the clutch plate and the car was immersed in a cloud smoke (Peter was grabbing 
the door handle ready to make a run for it). However, we limped back to the hotel 
and called the AA out. On arriving he said he wasn’t permitted to get out of his 
vehicle which we found to be unbelievably, irritatingly amusing. He did eventually 
and checked the car over and said if driven carefully it should make Manchester. 
 

 

After a fun packed day, the evening was a re-run of the previous one.  The following 
morning, after a shorter walk along the other side of the lake, we set off for home. 
 
We had a super break, packed with loads of fun and laughter. It’s a great shame that 
more people don’t join us and enjoy the friendship. Photographs, for those 
interested, appear on the website including one of’ Teddy in the window’. 
 
Derek Evans 
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The Bowder Stone – Lakeland break (continued) 

Before heading home, I thought I would visit the Bowder Stone.  About a mile from 
our hotel is a narrow point of the valley that was christened “The Jaws of 
Borrowdale” by 18th century writers that were inspired by its dramatic and rugged 
scenery. There is a National Trust car park approx. a quarter of a mile from this 
wonder-so it’s a 15-minute walk to view it. 
 
 One of Lakelands famous features and estimated to weigh 2000 ton, this stone is 
some 30ft high and 50 ft across, apparently resting in a state of delicate balance! 
Debate continues as to its origin and whether it was left there by a melting glacier 
some 10,500 yrs ago or whether it fell from nearby Bowder Crag ,200 metres above 
the stone, along with other large rock falls. 
 
 

 
It was turned into a tourist attraction in the 1780’s by an eccentric wealthy person called 
Joseph Pocklington – who also built the house on Derwent Island. Above is an advert 
from 1859 that I found suggesting visitors to the area visit the wonder that is the  
Bowder Stone ! 
 
Just over a year ago the Trust unveiled a new ladder for tourists to climb to the top of 
the stone. The design brief was to re-create the 'airy' feel of the original ladders that 
were leant up against the stone for the first tourists 200 years ago, while conforming to 
modern safety standards.  
 
Care had to be taken climbing the ladder, as it had been raining, and ladders do not now 
put me in my comfort zone after my “incident” 4 years ago! 
 
The pathway to and from the Stone is a delight to walk amongst the forest and 
mountains on both sides. A visit is highly recommended!  Photographs of the Stone and 
the Lakeland visit can be found at :-   https://www.rotary-
ribi.org/clubs/page.php?PgID=803458&ClubID=299 
 
Peter Hartley 
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ROTARY CLUB MEETING - THURSDAY OCTOBER 8TH  
EXTRA EXTRA 

At our Zoom Club meeting on 
Thursday October 8th, PP Sarah gave 
a talk about her experiences as an 
extra (AKA as background or 
atmosphere) in numerous films and 
TV shows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sarah explained how it works – how to sign up, make a profile, submit photos, as 
well as educating us with the particulars –the rules ( such as no photos), the early 
morning starts and the long days, costuming ( many were period dramas), and how 
her first role was set in a church where a nun set herself on fire. It was a BBC 
supernatural drama. 

 

Sarah appeared in many productions – such 
as Jonathan Strange and Mr Morrell, 
Nowhere Boy, Heartbeat, and was even a 
dead body as a body double, lying on the 
pavement in a pool of fake blood. 

 

This interesting talk enlightened us about 
another one of Sarah’s many talents. 
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ROTARY CLUB MEETING - THURSDAY OCTOBER 22 
GLOBAL SIGHT SOLUTIONS  JOHN MILES 

 
On Thursday October 22nd, Rotarian John Miles from 
Global Sight Solutions, made a presentation on Zoom to 
our club. 
 
John Miles is a member of Leatherhead RC and became 
actively involved with Global Sight Solutions, originally 
known as The Guildford Rotary Eye Project, almost ten 
years ago. He is a Trustee and was awarded a PHF, and 
also The Service above Self award, for his work in 
serving the avoidably blind. 
 
 
 
 

 

John Miles 

Global Sight Solutions is a registered charity whose aim 
is to provide free eye care and eye surgery to the very 
poor in the developing world. 
 
 
 
 

 

Continued next page…… 
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There are estimated to be as many as 650 million people worldwide who, due to 
poverty, are just too poor to access the necessary medical solutions for 
themselves. 
 
Of that number around 50 million fall within a category often known as the 
avoidably, or presentably blind. The vast majority of these 50 million people are in 
need of what is invariably a straight-forward cataract operation. By 2015, 100 000 
cataract operations per annum was achieved. 
 
John told us how Global Solutions is different because they have free standing 
physical buildings, unlike other charities that parachute surgeons in or have mobile 
eye camps. Local Rotary Clubs help with local administration and help the hospitals 
work towards self-sustainability. The charity also provides training for eye surgeons, 
equipment, and transportation. 
 
He explained how £5 could save someone’s sight. 
 
Because nearly all involved are volunteers or medical professionals sympathetic to 
the aims of Global Sight Solutions, a complete cataract operation service can be 
provided in India, Africa and other parts of the developing world for just £15! 
Incredibly, grants can often be obtained which drives the cost of provision to an 
*unbelievable £5*. 
 
It is Global Sight Solutions' proud boast therefore that for a donation of just £15 
they can solve critical sight problems and often enable the blind to see again! 
With the added bonus of a grant, just £5 can enable the blind to see again!  
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COVID-19 SPECIAL SECTION 

FROM THE EDITOR - Dale 
 
With isolation and social distancing, normal meetings at the Manchester 
Hall are not taking place and many of the wonderful things that we do, are 
postponed or delayed for now! 
 
The virus has, not only made everyone realise how much we usually take 
for granted, but as a Rotary Club, forcing us into the world of technology 
and the internet. This is a good thing! 
 
Thanks to the many people that contributed to this section of the 
newsletter – it is meant to cheer us up and help us remember that a sense 
of humour is always a great thing!  
 
Take care and stay safe 
Dale 
 
P.S. As self-distancing appears to be continuing for a while, I am looking 
for more contributions from members, so please more articles, recipes, 
poems, jokes, and photos! And let us know how you are doing and coping 
in these crazy times! 

Helen Roberts 
Bill Laidlaw 
Roy and Julie Chapman 

 
Hope that I did not miss anyone! 

Thanks to the contributors of the Covid-19 Section: 
 



 11 

  

About Manchester Quiz  
  
1. Which French Born artist painted the mural for Manchester Town Hall? 

 
2. Robert Peel, Cherie Blair and Gary Neville were born here? 

 
3. Name the large shopping centre in Manchester city centre? 

 
4. Which Greater Manchester rock band, winners of 2009 Brit award get their name 

from a body part? 
 
5. Which two men were alleged to have had a meeting in 1904 in the Midland Hotel, 

which led to a world-famous partnership? 
 
6. Which soft drink was created by Noel Nichols in 1908 in Granby Row 

Manchester? 
 
7. What name is given to the 36 mile long inland waterway linking Manchester to 

the sea? 
 
8. Which rock band formed in Manchester in 1983 with vocalist Ian Brown, were one 

of the pioneering groups of the Manchester Movement? 
 
9. Manchester United was formed in 1878, in which area of Manchester? 

 
10. Manchester's oldest free public library in the English speaking world, can you 

name it? 
 
 
 Thanks to Helen Roberts 

Answers later in the 
newsletter 
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Book Review by Helen Roberts 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 

Society by Ann Shaffer 
 
This short but perfectly formed epistolary novel is set 
in both London and Guernsey at the end of the 2nd 
world war. Juliet Ashton struggling with writer’s block 
receives a letter out of the blue from Dawsey Adams 
of Guernsey. Somehow one of her old books has 
found its way to him. 
 
From their love of literature, they begin writing to 
each other and we learn how the Guernsey Literary 
and Potato Peel Society began, initially saving their 
lives, and bringing the community together in 
desperate times. 
 

 

Contribution by Helen Roberts 

 

Soon all the members are writing to Juliet and gradually she is so drawn into their world 
that she sets off for Guernsey. Juliet who is feeling lost after the war is welcomed into 
their close community as all their lives are changed forever. 
 
It is an engaging, quirky and heartfelt novel peopled with characters you grow to love and 
sometimes hiss at. It contrasts the grim horror of German occupation with the grace, 
kindness, humour, and strength of its inhabitants. It also is about the healing power of 
books and their ability to connect people. 
 
Highly recommend this novel - even if the title is hard to pronounce!  
 

 

Autumn from my window 
 
Time has moved on since Spring. Unfortunately, we are 
still living 
with restrictions. But looking through a window can make 
us all smile. Each season brings a totally different view. 
 
My view of the Park.  
Cherry trees, I love how they change with the seasons.  
 
Red sky at night, shepherds delight.  
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Time for Some Jokes 
And Other 

Interesting Facts 

Answers Manchester Quiz   
1. Ford Madox Brown  2. Bury 3. Arndale 4. Elbow 5. Charles Rolls - Henry Royce 

6. Vimto 7. Manchester Ship Canal 8. The Stone Roses 9. Newton Heath (Lyr) F.C. 10. Chetham’s  

Tax made simple  

Suppose that every day, ten men go out for beer and the bill for all ten comes to £100... If they paid 
their bill the way we pay our taxes, it would go something like this...  

The first four men (the poorest) would pay nothing. The fifth would pay £1. 
The sixth would pay £3. 
The seventh would pay £7.. The eighth would pay £12. 
The ninth would pay £18. 
The tenth man (the richest) would pay £59.  

So, that's what they decided to do..  

The ten men drank in the bar every day and seemed quite happy with the arrangement, until one day, 
the owner threw them a curve ball. "Since you are all such good customers," he said, "I'm going to 
reduce the cost of your daily beer by £20". Drinks for the ten men would now cost just £80.  

The group still wanted to pay their bill the way we pay our taxes. So the first four men were unaffected. 
They would still drink for free. But what about the other six men? The paying customers? How could 
they divide the £20 windfall so that everyone would get his fair share?  

They realised that £20 divided by six is £3.33. But if they 
subtracted that from everybody's share, then the fifth man and the sixth man would each end up being 
paid to drink his beer. So, the bar owner suggested that it would be fair to reduce each man's bill by a 
higher percentage the poorer he was, to follow the principle of the tax system they had been using, 
and he proceeded to work out the amounts he suggested that each should now pay.  

And so the fifth man, like the first four, now paid nothing (100% saving). The sixth now paid £2 instead 
of £3 (33% saving). The seventh now paid £5 instead of £7 (28% saving). The eighth now paid £9 
instead of £12 (25% saving). The ninth now paid £14 instead of £18 (22% saving). The tenth now paid 
£49 instead of £59 (16% saving). Each of the six was better off than before. And the first four 
continued to drink for free. But, once outside the bar, the men began to compare their savings.  

"I only got a pound out of the £20 saving," declared the sixth man. He pointed to the tenth man, "but he 
got £10!" "Yeah, that's right," exclaimed the fifth man. "I only saved a pound too. It's unfair that he got 
ten times more benefit than me!" "That's true!" shouted the seventh man. "Why should he get £10 
back, when I got only £2? The wealthy get all the breaks!" "Wait a minute," yelled the first four men in 
unison, "we didn't get anything at all. This new tax system exploits the poor!"  

Continued next page 
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Continued 
 
The nine men surrounded the tenth and beat him up.  

The next night the tenth man didn't show up for drinks, so the nine sat down and had their beers without 
him. But when it came time to pay the bill, they discovered something important. They didn't have enough 
money between all of them for even half of the bill!  

And that, boys and girls, journalists and government ministers, is how our tax system works. The people 
who already pay the highest taxes will naturally get the most benefit from a tax reduction. Tax them too 
much, attack them for being wealthy, and they just may not show up anymore. In fact, they might start 
drinking overseas, where the atmosphere is somewhat friendlier.  

David R. Kamerschen, Ph.D. Professor of Economics.  

For those who understand, no explanation is needed. For those who do not understand, no explanation is possible  

 
 

Some Canadian Humour and Facts from Only in Canada, Eh! 
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Hope everyone 
enjoyed our Special 
Section… 
now, back to our 
regular news! 
 

Apophthegms 
 

Cats rule the world: we just feed them. 
If you’re in the sea above your ankles, 

you are part of the food chain. 
If work is so terrific, how come they must you to do it? 

If a man is speaking in the middle of the forest, and there is no 
woman around to hear him ... is he still wrong? 

He who wakes up, and finds himself a success, hasn’t been asleep. 
True friendship is like sound health: its value 

is seldom known until it is lost. 
The older you get, the better you realize you were. 

If it's true that we are here to help others, then 
what exactly are the others here for? 

A hunch is creativity trying to tell you something. 
One of the nice things about problems is that many 

of them only exist in our imaginations. 
Why are wrong numbers never busy? 

Music expresses that which cannot be said, about 
that which it is impossible to be silent. 

Procrastination is the art of keeping up with yesterday. 
Borrow money from a pessimist: 

they don't expect it back. 
If you try to fail, but succeed, which have you done? 

One nice thing about egotists: they 
don't talk about other people. 

Why isn’t there another word for synonym? 
Never underestimate the power of 

stupid people in large groups. 
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NOTICES 

October Charity Draw 
Winners 
 
The winners were: 
Alia Arif £150    
Bill Laidlaw £50.   
 
  
Next draw will be in 
January 
 

 

Fund Raising 
 

Charity Draw  - Next Draw in October  
This is our only source of income for the Charity Account and is likely to remain so 
for some time to come. 
Therefore, each member can help raise money in the following ways. 
 
Immediately, if possible, increase your own monthly subscription. 
 
Encourage any friends or family who support our aims and objectives to also 
subscribe. 
 
If you do not already contribute do so as soon as possible. 
 
All you need to do is let me have their names and addresses and I will do the rest. 
Thank you in advance. 
Your help is much appreciated. 
 
Ernie Metcalfe 
 
 

 

Some Manchester Street Scenes 
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SHOE AID 

  

 

Shoe Aid A message from our President  

Dear Club Members and friends ,  

I NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE! 

  

Shoe Aid UK is a National charity based in Nottingham who collect and redistribute 
unused, used and unwanted footwear throughout the UK and Internationally, to help 
to reduce shoe poverty for the needy.  

I think that this is a worthwhile project, easily administered, at little expense - but with 
unbelievable benefits !  

It is apparent that most of the Rotary clubs in our District are taking part and so I 
would really like us to be part of it.  

It is a fact of life that most of us hoard unwanted footwear to start our collection, then 
to approach family, relations, friends and neighbours to do likewise.  

If then, you collected them and either deliver them to my home or I am more than 
willing to collect – I can then store them in my garage ready for collection by the 
Shoe Aid Charity.  

TIME SCALE :- October and November  

FOOTWEAR :- Shoes, Boots, Trainers, Sandals, Flip-flops, Pumps and 
slippers. Please, tied together in pairs  

President Derek  

  
 

 

  

 

  



 18 

   

Birthdays 
 
November 
 
December 
1st    Roger Walker 
2nd   John Gavan 
13th  Lilian Liu 
 
January 
5th     Sarah Withington 
 

SUPPORT DOGS 
A reminder to collect stamps for Support Dogs. 
The info. on Support Dogs re. stamp collecting will be found on  
www.supportdogs.org.uk The stamps have to be cut off the envelope leaving a 1cm. 
border approx. 
 

CLUB TIES 
 
We have some Manchester Club Centenary Ties still 
available . 
Anyone wishing to buy a new one or to replace an 
old one please contacts, either President Derek or 
Secretary Peter. 
  
The discounted price is £10 each. 
 

 

 

 

Some Manchester Street Scenes 
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 Up and Coming Events 
 
Please note that many events are postponed or 
cancelled until further notice due to covid-19. Links to 
zoom events will be emailed to you 
 
ZOOM FELLOWSHIP  
Thurs Nov 5, 2020 18:00  
 
CLUB COUNCIL  ON ZOOM – All Welcome 
Tuesday Nov 10 2020 
18:00 – 19:00 
 
MEETING ON ZOOM 
Thurs Nov 12 2020 
Wood Street Mission –Sophie Bell 
18:00-19:00 
 
 
MEETING ON ZOOM FROM LA 
Thurs Nov 26 2020 
Jyotika Virmani – Ambassadorial Scholar – 
represented our club and District 1050 
18:30-19:30 
 
MEETING ON ZOOM 
Thurs Jan 28 2021 

PP David Andrew -My Job that was! 
18:00-19:00 
 
MEETING ON ZOOM 
Thurs Feb 25 2021 

President RC of London – David Johnson 
18:00-19:00 
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 Newsletter Editor 
Dale Anne McAulay 

 

  
 

Rotary Club of Manchester Team 2020-2021 

Keep watching the website to 
find out about more Zoom 
events and meetings and when 
our regular meetings will return 
to Manchester Hall. 

 

 

 


